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 I t ’ s always great to get back to the 
O.B. area…. It has been one of the 

favorites of most members forever. So as 
usual for the past several years, we made it to OB 

and hooked up with the other club members at Cotton 
Bayou. President Frank keeps his boat (Lured Away) in Des-

tin, so we (Frank, myself and Darrin Maietta) made the move 
via the inter-coastal (75 miles) and were ready to fish. The rest 
of our crew: Tom Mauldin & Jim Tatum. This was originally 
planned as a one week tournament but most members couldn’t 
pull it off, so it became a 3 day tournament. We were short on 
members, but the fishing was great and the weather also cooper-
ated beautifully. 

With Red Snapper having just opened, all boats had no trouble 
limiting out on nice sized keepers. I read information that the 
average Red Snapper weighed in 2 pounds larger than last 
year’s catch. Of course we can thank the oil spill and closed 
Gulf for most of that. 
 
Day 2 took us out to the Petronius, 70 long miles, looking for 
Tuna and whatever. Well, we hit “whatever” mostly. Hooked up 
with many species, tuna, bluefish, sharks, & barracuda. The 

most exciting event was when we had a marlin come up in back 
of our spread and breach full length into the air after a bait 
fish….what a site. Coming back in, we stopped and picked up 
more snapper. The cleaning table was humming for hours that 

night for sure. Darrin did the cleaning, with me helping a little. 
This guy is an artist when it comes to cleaning fish. When he’s 
done with a fillet it is ready for the cooker. Darrin also uses the 
Zip-lock vacuum bags, that comes with a little pump to remove 
all the air. They are worth the extra cost and effort for sure. 
Plenty of fish to clean from the other boats at the dock, too, 
along with some interesting catches. Salt Rocker brought in yet 
another limit of red snapper, along with some mackerel. Van-
nish returned to the dock with a fishbox full of yellowfin tuna, 
including a 49.2 lb monster boated by Tom Holt. They also 
brought in some very nice African pompano and a mixed bag of 
everything from wahoo to scamp grouper.  
 
Both of the junior anglers (Jonathan and Kendall Spencer) fish-
ing aboard Bad Buoys caught back-to-back club record trigger-
fish. Jonathan first with an 8.4 lb trigger, followed a few min-
utes later by Kendall with a 9.5 lb monster.  

(Continued Page 2) 
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You may recall that Steve Guntner set a new club record in May 
at the Apalachicola tournament with a 6.8 lb triggerfish. That’s 
3 club record triggers in just two tournaments! 

Day three had us sleeping in a little and we awoke to smoke-
filled skies in Orange Beach (see photo to the right), but we had 
plenty of time to get back on the reds. We had a little glitch with 
the bottom machine, don’t know why, so we marked a location 
with a float and started fishing. The bite was so good I didn’t 
even fish, just crewed for the others. Several time we had 2 fish 
on the deck. All I was doing was un-hooking and keeping the 
fishermen going…. In no more than 45 minutes we had one 
short of our limit. I had been chumming up the Red Snapper and 
decided to drop back a free line baited. Wasn’t but a minute 
before I had the last of the keepers in the boat. Well that’s my 
story, another great fishing experience at Orange Beach. At the 
Awards Dinner we had a bit of a surprise; a couple of former 
Club Presidents showed up, Tommy Bowen (1998) and Don 
Sudduth (1999). They had fished with Manuel Magana. I have-

n’t seen them in years. The big fish award went to Tom Holt for 
the 49.2 yellowfin tuna. The Junior Angler big fish award went 
to Kendall Spencer for his 11.6 lb snapper. Other notable 
catches: Tony Vazquez - 47.1 lb cobia; Tom Mauldin - 15.9 lb 
red snapper. 

That’s it ‘til next time boys and girls….  

- Lenny 
 

 
Tournament Results: 
Fourth Place                 Vannish  450 points 
Third Place                 Bad Buoys  540 points 
Second Place                 Salt Rocker  580 points 
Tournament Champion   Lured Away   735 points  

 

 

 

President’s Message 
 

I recently spent a bit of time in Destin and the weather was good. I wish I could say as much about the general attitude and 
animosity about our current state of affairs regarding fishing regulations and the non-scientific approach to catch limits, size 
restrictions, and closed seasons for various species. I had the opportunity to stop by Half Hitch in Destin and visit with the 
shop manager Tim. I found Tim to be very knowledgeable and vocal on the subject of regulations. For starters, their business 
is certainly better than last year, but still not back to the levels of 2009. Tim’s vision is unique, in that he sees a complete 
change in the way fishing charters will survive going forward. With both the cost of fuel and existing regulations, Tim sus-
pects that the charter boat fleet (six pack boats) could very well be a thing of the past. He is convinced that the large party 
boats and the recreational fishermen (similar to us) will remain viable entities. 
 

Tim is, in my opinion, a visionary regarding the future of Gulf salt water fishing. So much so, that I have invited him to speak 
to us during our captains’ meeting for the Destin tournament in September. Without a doubt, Tim is quite passionate and 
knowledgeable about all of the issues near and dear to our endeavors; hopefully, you will get to meet him in person if you 
have the opportunity to participate in our Destin fishing tournament. 
 

I am still convinced, and always hopeful, that we will see a turn-around in some of the stiff regulations we currently have to 
live with. Our best hope is to continue to write letters to our representatives and to support folks like the RFA. I have joined 
and I hope you can follow my lead in this regard. 
 

Safe fishing and fair weather, 
 

Frank 
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It doesn’t get much better than summertime on the Gulf Coast 
without hurricanes or oil spills. Of course, add in a 4th of July 
Holiday, the Blue Angels summer show over the gulf, and some 
fishing with good friends and family, and it is the best! Our 
Summer Slam tournament turned into an event due to having 
only 4 boats commit to the Pensacola event. I’ll say in this 
opening that staying on Pensacola Beach and working out of 
Sabine Marina is a great vacation destination where you can 

bring the family, kids, 
friends, or others and 
make the trip more than 
just a fun fishing tourna-
ment. The Where to 
Next? and Easy Does It 
teams did just this and 
had a great time filled 
with lots of variety of 
fun activities.  Lodging 
was reasonable in cost 
($95/night/bedroom) as 
were the slip fees ($30/
day) and these were the 
costs during the most 
expensive week of the 
year for Pensacola 
Beach (4th of July & 
Blue Angels Summer 
show). Pick another 

week, and you could save some money, but definitely consider 
Pensacola as a great location for the combination of fishing and 
family fun. 
 

While the ASWSC was in Pensacola, we took the opportunity to 
thank long time supporters of the club: Outcast Tackle and Is-
land Cove Marina. The folks at Outcast were very friendly and 
helpful with local, up to date insights on where to fish and what 
to use. 
 

In terms of fishing, the Mississippi flood waters dumping into 
the Gulf and west to east winds have really affected the fishing.  
On the troll, Easy Does It boated two nice sized Wahoo and a 
18-20lb cow Mahi. But on two other  days, Easy Does It could-
n’t stir anything up. 

The Where to Next? team tried trolling one day before the event 
out deep at the oil rigs (Beer Can, BP Marlin, Ram Powell), 
found some bluer water (not completely blue but definitely not 
green-blue) and achieved a handful of knockdowns but couldn’t 
get the hook set on any. Frustrating to say the least. We know at 
least two of the strikes were a billfish based upon on how the 
ballyhoo were slashed. The Where to Next? team did pick up a 
great variety of fish between bottom fishing and jigging.  Black-
fin tuna (yes, it was great sushi), rainbow runners, red snapper 
(some up to 10-12 lbs), gag grouper, amberjack, bonita, sharks, 
and a remora. Speaking of sharks, one of the Where to Next? 
crew, Sam Hyland, caught an 7 foot lemon shark on an Okuma 
Cedros jigging rod. It took around 30 minutes and we had to 
back down on the shark for what seemed like a mile. As soon as 
we broke out the camera to get a photo of the shark next to the 
boat, he kicked his tail hard and snapped the leader. A nice fight 
for sure and Sam was all smiles as high fives were shared.  
 

During this trip, while moving between a couple of the oil rigs, 
we ran across a whale, which was a surprising event. We en-
joyed watching the whale come up and grab a few breathes of 
air before she choose to dive deep and showed us her flukes.  A 
very cool experience for all onboard.  
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Getting back to fighting fish instead of just observing them, one 
fight which Darrin Maietta won’t soon forget was a nice 20-22 
lb Almaco Jack. Darrin picked this one up in 300ft of water out 
by the Elbow, approx 40 miles south of Pensacola Pass. He was 
using live bait on a bottom rig and felt one, strong strike. Once 
he got the fish a few feet up off the bottom, the battle was on. It 
took a good 20 min to get the fish in the boat and Darrin’s back 
was screaming at him, but he did succeed. Where to Next? and 
Outlaw teams had discussed fishing together on Friday so that’s 
how we decided upon the area. Where to Next? got away from 
the dock early and spent some time outside Pensacola Pass 
sabiki-ing up live bait off the USS Massachusetts wreck – those 
livies made a difference in what action we saw. Darrin’s nice 
Almaco was proof of that. Unfortunately, when Outlaw started 
to push away from the dock Friday morning, they looked at the 

Sirius weather radar 
and saw nothing but 
green, yellow, and 
red right in their path 
coming out of OBA. 
Caution prevailed and 
Captain Mike chose 
to wait a couple hours 
to let the weather 
clear. It did clear out 
to the east and Out-
law ran fast to get out 
to where Where to 

Next? team was already working hard to fill the fishboxes. 
 

Getting back to the fishing competition, Darrin was so happy to 
have that fish in the boat, we called over to Outlaw to brag a bit. 
However, the response over the radio was they had boated an 
Almaco Jack five minutes earlier which bottomed out a 30lb 
Boca Grip scale. Their guess was it may have gone as heavy as 
35lbs. So Outlaw ended up with the “big” fish of the event 
when it was all said and done. Outlaw also boated some keeper 
Grouper and Red Snapper. The good news was everyone ended 
up with fresh fish to bring home even if we didn’t slam ‘em at 
every spot we tried. Even though the fishing wasn’t as hot as we 
wanted, the three captains that reported in all caught fish during 
the trip. What was really “hot” was the Blue Angels show over 
the Gulf right off the Pensacola Beach pier. Four Boats from the 
club chose to head out and anchor up outside in the Gulf, just a 
short ¼ mile off the Pier. Front row floating seats so to speak. 

It is hard to put into words how impressive it is to see our Blue 

Angels perform but  when you’re sitting on a boat with these 
F18 Hornets flying 500ft overhead it is such a unique experi-
ence I can only plead you put this on your bucket list to enjoy 
one day.  As you can see in the photo, Easy Does It was close in 
on the actual front row of anchored boats and had a great view 
of the show. Captain Steve and his lovely wife, Libby, spent the 
whole show with great big smiles on their faces. 
 

Next time don’t miss out.  Make plans early to come down to 
Pensacola Beach and enjoy all that it offers. 
Tight Lines and Cold beer,    

-  Capt’n Keith 

Red White & Blue 
(continued from Page 3) 
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July 2011 Member Profile: Bill Rhodes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our club is blessed with a very wide diversity of talented people and it is my privilege to introduce Bill Rhodes 
as our featured member for July. Bill joined the club in 1992, so 2011 is Bill’s 20th year with our club. Bill has 
been with Canon for, as he puts it, “forever” and is a Print-for-Pay specialist for Canon Business Solutions. If 
Bill had a choice, he would fish Apalachicola as much as he could. Bill was raised in Franklin, Tennessee and 
Atlanta, however he was weaned on fishing in 1952 in the Carrabelle area of Florida. To date, Bill has caught a 
White Marlin, many Yellowfin Tuna and a (approx) 400lb. shark, in addition to a long list of catch credits. One 
of his favorite fish to target is the mighty Wahoo. 
 

We all have incidents while fishing, however Bill had one that we all hope we never have to experience. While 
fishing out of Venice, Louisiana, Bill and his crewmates (including Norman Bowen and Bob Skrypek) hit fog 
during the trip back. If you have ever travelled the mighty Mississippi, you can well imagine the impact of fog. 
In any case, the fog was so bad that Bill and crew decided to pull into an oil collection terminal for safety and 
fuel. Not long after they docked, a very large Carnival Cruise Liner passed by close enough to swamp the boat 
and drive it under the dock, shearing off everything above the gunwales. Fortunately, there were no injuries 
(except for their pride) and the oil terminal folks were kind enough to provide food, clothing, and provide a 
place to spend the night and shower off. 
 

Not many people know that Bill was an avid guitar/Bass player and for twenty years had a band called Misty 
Morning. It wasn’t unusual for them to have gigs that lasted for two years at a time playing six nights a week. 
Actually, that is how Bill met his wife Donna, who was their lead singer. It was also through the band that Bill 
Met Skeets and Judy Kump, who were regular followers of the band and later introduced Bill to the Saltwater 
Club. 
 

Bill has so many club tournament wins that his trophy wall is totally covered up with first place club plaques. 
Bill is quick to remind club members to fish for fun, not for trophies - and you will be surprised at the results. 
His favorite food is just about anything and currently enjoys a cool rum and Coke, especially after a long day 
on the water. Bill runs a 25’ catamaran and is high on its performance characteristics. His boat’s name is Two 
Bills, which was derived from the fact that he and Bill Pate were once co-owners of several boats by that name. 
When asked about any special message for members, Bill was quite clear: “ENJOY YOURSELF”. 
 

Bill is a valued member of our club and has generously volunteered much of his time to the club over the 
years. He has shared some very informative technical presentations on various aspects of fishing and has do-
nated a lot of printing support for the club. Please take the time to talk to Bill during one of our up coming 
meetings, as you will find him always ready to give solid fishing advice. 

 
- Member Profile by Frank Nicoletti 



 

Score CardScore CardScore Card   
2011 Boat of the Year Standings (after Apalachicola) 
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AOY Standings as of July 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

See Website for Complete Breakdown by Category  

Club Caps Still Available 
If you’d like to buy one ($16/each), call Jace Spencer at  

404-931-2292 or send an email to info@aswsc.org.  
100% of the proceeds go to the club. 
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Am I Old or What? 
 

I must be older than dirt. I remember… 
 
… removable pop-tops on aluminum cans (and how sharp they were). 
 
… black & white television sets. 
 
… rotary dial telephones. 
 
… tractors that ran on butane gas. 
 
… cane fishing poles. 
 
… white wall tires. 

 
… manual typewriters (before electric typewriters!) 
 
… when fishing rods were made out of bamboo or fiberglass. 
 
… pay toilets. 
 
… phone booths (the kind where you could close the door for privacy). 
 
… leaded gas. Hell, I remember when gas was 40¢/gallon. 
 
… when there was no fast food. 
 
… when there was no power steering in cars (or power locks, windows, mirrors, etc.) 
 
… when vinyl records were cutting edge technology. 
 
… when 8-track tapes were the only option for music in automobiles. 
 
… when only rich people had movie cameras (or the equipment to view them). 
 
And worst of all, I can remember thinking that I was the youngest of the young genera-
tion and that my parents were from the age of dinosaurs!  
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Supporters and Sponsors 
 

(Support Our Vendors - They Support Us!) 

     
 
 
 

 

 

Makers of the Stretch Series Lures 
800-841-8435 

www.mannsbait.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.easterntackle.com 

 
877-216-9600   

121 W Hwy 98, Port St. Joe, FL 
 

www.bluewateroutriggers.com 
 

 

www.halfhitch.com 

15% Discount to All ASWSC Members!  

TOP GUN TACKLE 
 

25405 Perdido Beach Blvd 
Orange Beach, AL  

 

(251) 981-3811  
 

www.topguntackle.com 

 

OUTCAST  
Fishing & Hunting 

 

850-457-1450 
 

3520 Barrancas Ave. 
Pensacola, Florida  32507 

 

 
www.outcastfishingandhunting.com 

 

J&M Tackle, Inc.  
25125 Canal Road  

Orange Beach, AL 36561 
 

(800) 483-7069  
 

 
www.jmtackle.com 

 
 
 
 
 

www.meltontackle.com 



 

Sportsman Marina 
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Supporters and Sponsors 

 

 

The  
World’s  

First  
Satellite 

Messenger 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Works Where Cellphones Won’t 
www.findmespot.com 

Sam's 
Groceries, Deli, Marine & 

Fishing Supplies 
27122 Canal Road 

Orange Beach, AL 36561 
251-981-4245  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
27844 Canal Rd 

Orange Beach, AL 36561 
251-981-6247 

www.sportsmanmarina.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.bigfrog.com/cumming 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

301 Market Street ▪ Apalachicola, FL 32329 
(850) 653-8030  

www.scipiocreekmarina.com 
 

 

Carolina Lures 
Innovative Lures that 

Really Catch Fish! 
706-374-7761 

 

www.carolinalures.com 

www.kittyhawkkites.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

806 Lakewood Rd ▪ Pensacola, FL 32507 
 

850-455-4552 

 
 



 

If you’re not  
already a member,  

you should be! 
visit www.igfa.org  

for more information 
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FISHERIES MANAGEMENT NEWSFISHERIES MANAGEMENT NEWSFISHERIES MANAGEMENT NEWS   

Coastal Conservation Association  

 
 

Committed to the  
preservation of  

marine resources. 

 
                    www.ccaga.org 

The International Game Fish Association is a not-for-
profit organization committed to the conservation of game 
fish and the promotion of responsible, ethical  angling prac-
tices through science, education, rule   making and record 
keeping. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Protecting the interests of 
saltwater anglers  

and working to sustain 
our nation’s fisheries. 

 
www.joinrfa.org 

CONSERVATION SUPPORTERS 
 

Dedicated Solely to 
Conserving and  

Enhancing Billfish 
Populations Around the 

World. 
www.billfish.org 

Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation  

 
 

The Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation 
funds inspired scientific research 
and innovative educational pro-
grams to encourage conservation 
and best management practices for 
sustainable marine environments. 
 

 

www.guyharveyoceanfoundation.org 

   
   
   
   
   
   

www.keepamericafishing.org   

 
 

Latest from the Gulf Council on Gag Grouper, a possible extended Red Snapper season, and Amberjack 
http://www.gulfcouncil.org/news_resources/Newsletters/NEWSLTR06-2011.pdf 

 
FL plans to close Gulf Gag on June 1; Fall season will be Sept 16 - Nov 15 

http://myfwc.com/media/1367589/HotSheet_MAY2011.pdf 
 

 
2011 Gulf Red Snapper season set for June 1 - July 18 (see pg 1 of Regulations) 

http://www.gulfcouncil.org/fishing_regulations/regulations_matrix/Site/Regulations_Matrix.html 
 

 
Gulf Amberjack officially closed during June/July 2011 (see pg 12 of Regulations) 
http://www.gulfcouncil.org/Beta/GMFMCWeb/downloads/rec_brochure_2011.pdf 

 

 
Gag Grouper closed in Gulf (federal waters) until June 1, 2011 (see pg 5 of Regulations) 

http://www.gulfcouncil.org/Beta/GMFMCWeb/downloads/rec_brochure_2011.pdf 
 

 
South Atlantic Red Snapper Fishing Closed Indefinitely / RFA Files Suit to Overturn 

http://www.joinrfa.org/Press/RedSnapper_120409.pdf  
 

Visit www.aswsc.org for links to State and Federal Fisheries Management Agencies websites. 
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Safety First……The Right Thing To Do 
Article by Lenny Pisarski 

 
During the past 15 seasons with our Club, I have had a chance to fish with a few members on 
their boats. One thing in common for all these trips is that we always returned safe and sound. 
That says a lot about Captains and their preparative actions and maintenance practices. 
 
We all know things can go wrong (and very quickly) when you’re out to sea, so I would like us 
to add another safety feature that won’t cost a dime, just a little time. I’m talking about activat-
ing the DSC function on your VHF radio. Before I retired, I was a technical instructor with 
Western Union; I know how acronyms can clutter my mind, so I’ll try to keep you straight on 
them. 
 
First off----new VHF (very high frequency) radios sold in the last 8 years have a feature labeled 
“Distress”, with a little push button under a protective Red cap. If you read your owner’s man-
ual you’re aware of its function. For those who have not, once you press this button, a digital 
Mayday call is sent out to the Coast Guard on channel 70. Its known as DSC (digital selective 
calling). Sounds great, Huh?!!!!! Well, it is, but only if you’ve taken the time to activate this 
feature. Now comes your part. In order to activate it, you need to get an MMSI number. (I hate 
acronyms: Maritime Mobile Service Identity). This part is the easiest (and free). If you’re an 
on-line person, not like Tommy Holt (sorry Tommy), go to http://www.BoatUS.com/mmsi, 
click on the “FREE MMSI NUMBER” link and follow the simple instructions to complete the 
form for your very own MMSI. Very little information is needed and you’ll be on your way to 
being a safer boater. You can also call BoatUS at 1-800-395-2628 to request the MMSI. This 
information is given to the Coast Guard and put into their database so if you activate your Dis-
tress call, in a half-second they’ll know who you are, along with vital information to start a res-
cue or whatever the situation calls for. When they receive your call, they will send a signal to 
your radio switching it to channel 16 and attempt to contact you. Now, you’re doing good so 
far, huh? 
 
Well, not so fast. Another piece of information that is very important for them to receive is 
your location; for that to happen, your radio needs a GPS (Global Positioning System) input. 
This is where you’ll have a little extra work to do. You all have GPS on your boats, different 
make and models. They all have a data output and your radio has an input. The tricky part is 
identifying the correct color wires to connect. You may need to dig out the owner’s manuals for 
this information. Once connected, you will see your Lat & Lon appear on your radio display. 
How ‘bout that? Now we’re cooking. 
 
Alright, that’s it in a nut shell - are you in? You’ll also gain some extra features I won’t go into 
right now, but the most important one is our safety at sea. If you’d like to learn more, go to the 
Boat US website:http://www.boatus.com/foundation/dsc/player.html (takes about 45 minutes). 
It will cover all the information I have given here and more. My goal is to get every Club Boat 
on the program, for safety’s sake. 
 
Regards, 
Lenny 
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Directions to Club Island:  Go under 
Brown’s Bridge, to the NW, on  left are 
2 islands with marker #29, go NW, 
passing their North side. The next 
point on your left will be the entrance 
to Club Island cove. Picnic will be in 
the back inside cove, on the left.   
Please anchor bow out and bring a 
stern line and an anchor for the beach.   
Approximate  GPS Coordinates:    
Latitude 34.15.90,     
Longitude 83.57.75 
Please call Judy Kump for any  
Questions, Boat ride to Island and 
please RSVP to:  404-824-6307 

 

Sat., August 20th at 1 PM 
At Lake Lanier on Club Island 

CLUB SUPPLIES: 
Meat, Buns,  
Paper Goods and 
Utensils 

PLEASE BRING: 
An Appetizer or Salad or  
Dessert to SHARE.  Also bring 
your Beverages, Ice, Lawn 
Chairs and Table 

Come Join us Friday night too & sleep 
on your boat. We have a grill for your 
cooking needs and party all weekend! 
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Upcoming Club Events, Reminders and Deadlines 

 For latest club information, check out www.aswsc.org   

 

NEXT  CLUB TOURNAMENT: 
 

Destin, FL 
September 1 - 4, 2011 

 
Application and Tip Sheet available soon on the website: 

http://www.aswsc.org/tournaments 
  

 

NEXT CLUB MEETING 
 

Tuesday,  August 9, 2011 / 7PM 
 

Holiday Inn Gwinnett Place / 1948 Day Drive, Duluth / 770-814-2800 
 

Scheduled Speaker: Wil Spann of Pure Fishing  
 

See website for directions: www.aswsc.org  

Something Missing? 
 

We welcome your input, photos, news items, and suggestions about the content of the ASWSC 
Fishing Post Newsletters. Forward your information or digital photos to: info@aswsc.org 

 
NEXT SOCIAL EVENT: 

 

Club Picnic at Lake Lanier 
August 19 - 20, 2011 

Club Island, Lake Lanier 
 

See previous page or website for additional information:  
http://www.aswsc.org/social-events/ 


