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March 17th dawned as a beautiful 

Saint Patrick’s Day and the perfect 

day for our club’s first 2012 event, the FIRST com-

bined Swap Meet, with our other favorite chili com-

petition, (or “eating sport”). We had 30 folks attend 

(and a few canines also), who came to sell or buy, 

our boating gear, tackle, sports items and swap fish 

tales. We had 8 chili recipes to judge, eat and enjoy, 

while shopping the goods of 

our fellow club members. A 

big THANK YOU  to Mike 

Springer, for hosting this 

event at his Liquid Handling 

Specialists’ warehouse, in 

Snellville, it was an excellent 

place for both events. We got to meet Keith and 

Kelly Mozena’s fur family member, Bella, she is so 

sweet! We were glad to see a long time club mem-

ber, Tyler Spratlin, come 

join us. Good to see Leon 

Brown, our club’s founder. 

Steve Guntner did not bring 

chili, but made Guntner 

Great Gourmet Hot 

Dogs, a  first place in the Hot Dog category. 

One judged the chili, by how good it 

tasted on the hot dog . Then as all the 

chili testers had completed their tasting 

and voted, we had Steve Fritz tally the 

votes. The winners were: 4th place chili was, Kelly’s 

Chili by Kelly Mozena—cool and delicious.3rd 

Place chili was, Faye’s Chili by Randy Fetzer, great 

eating. The 2nd Place chili was: Angler’s Best by 

Norm Bowen, I believe it was gone. The 1st place 

chili was, Shamrock Chili 

by Steve Fritz. A corned 

beef chili with a touch of 

green, color and hot pep-

pers. Thanks goes to Steve 

Guntner for helping Mike 

set up and Steve Fritz for 

the chili cook set up, you 

all did a great job guys! Thank you ALL for coming 

out for a fun filled club event. 

BY JUDY KUMP 

http://www.aswsc.org
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Most ASWSC Members are more susceptible to trailering issues than many boaters, for the simple reason 

that we love to fish on the ocean, yet we don’t live near one. That means putting a lot of miles on our trail-

ers between home and the water. Most of us have experienced the Sunday Afternoon Breakdown Blues; if 

you haven’t yet, count your blessings and be patient (your turn will come). Here are a few guidelines and 

tips to help keep your trailer in good running shape and be prepared when the inevitable occurs. 

TRAILER EVALUATION 

Many boaters are hamstrung from the start by the tendency of boat dealers to undersize trailers (pairing 

boats with trailers that meet the absolute minimum weight capacity). Of course, dealers do this to keep the 

package cost down and make a more attractive deal, but that can mean a lot of headaches and expense for 

the boat owner down the road. Your trailer will have a decal or plate, probably on the left forward portion 

of the tongue, showing the maximum weight your trailer can handle. 

 

If you have doubts about your boat exceeding that maximum, load your boat up as if you were heading to 

the water and drive to the nearest truck stop with a scale. It’s a sad fact that most trailers are stressed to the 

maximum and many are actually overloaded; this presents a real challenge to the towing boat owner. 

Some owners elect to upgrade weight capacity by replacing the axles and wheels in order to more safely 

tow a heavier load; while that might seem extreme, it may be 

the least expensive long-term option if your trailer is seriously 

undersized (alternately, you can just replace the entire trailer). 

Depending on the configuration and specs of your trailer, you 

may be able to go with a larger tire size to ease the strain on 

your trailer (and your wallet). Any changes to the design or 

moving components can have potentially adverse effects, so it’s 

smart to consult with a trained trailer mechanic before under-

taking any upgrades.  

Towing & Maintaining Your Boat Trailer 
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A BALANCED LOAD 

It’s important to have a balanced load in order to tow comfortably and safely. Too much weight forward or 

rearward can result in a dangerous situation (you’ve probably seen that guy pulling a trailer down the high-

way with the trailer swinging right to left, or the guy with so much weight on the tongue his vehicle’s rear 

bumper is almost scraping the pavement and his front tires look like they are about to become airborne.) 

Your tow vehicle’s manual will tell you the maximum tongue weight (weight placed on the hitch); if you 

exceed that, not only will your trailer handle poorly, your tow vehicle may become unsafe to drive. Too lit-

tle weight on the tongue will result in poor handling and may cause your hydraulic brakes to fail; negative 

weight (trailer tongue actually pulling up away from the hitch) is extremely dangerous and could result in 

the trailer detaching from the vehicle’s hitch (you don’t want that!). A typical boat trailer tongue will carry 

5% - 10% of the total towed weight, but should not exceed 15%. There are special scales available to weigh 

trailer tongues. Alternately, you can get an approximate weight using a bathroom scale on level pavement 

(don’t forget to chock your wheels): 

Another often-neglected consideration is the weight of the gear, fuel, and water on the boat. It is unlikely 

that your boat’s fuel tank will be completely empty, but towing with a near-empty tank will reduce the tow-

ing weight and improve your fuel mileage while towing. Consider that a gallon of gasoline weighs about 

6.25 lbs, diesel fuel about 7.2 lbs, and water about 8.35 lbs. If you’re computing your boat’s weight using a 

calculator instead of a scale, don’t forget to include the weight of your fishing gear, tackle, anchor/chain, 

ice, drinks, spare tire, and the myriad of equipment/gear that most of us are compelled to have on board. 

And don’t forget the weight of the trailer itself.  

 

When you start thinking about all of the stuff you take with you on a boating trip, you’ll realize that it can 

add up to some significant weight. So don’t overload and don’t forget to keep the load balanced (keep the 

right amount of weight on the trailer tongue.) 

Towing & Maintaining Your Boat Trailer (continued from Page 2) 
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For smaller trailers, simply place 

the trailer tongue on the scale at 

the proper towing height. 

For larger trailers, use the configuration 

and formula below. 
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TOW VEHICLE & HITCH 

This article is primarily devoted to trailer maintenance, but the tow vehicle and hitch are worth a mention: 

Tow Vehicle – Obviously, you shouldn’t try to tow a 30-ft walkaround with a 4-cylinder compact, but just 

where do you draw the line? All vehicles that are designed to tow will have a Tow Rating (may be abbrevi-

ated “TWA”), not to be confused with the GCWR, which denotes the maximum weight of the vehicle AND 

the trailer load. You may have to consult the manual or contact the manufacturer, but the Tow Rating 

shouldn’t be hard to find. In the US, that rating is expressed in pounds and is (in theory) supposed to repre-

sent the maximum weight your vehicle can tow. In reality, that rating is often unrealistically optimistic (I 

often wonder if they achieve the rating by using a brand new vehicle to pull a brand new trailer 100 feet 

across level pavement on a cool day). The maximum tow capacity is reduced by additional weight in the ve-

hicle (passengers, luggage, etc), age/condition of the vehicle, and adverse conditions (hot weather, long dis-

tances, hills/mountains, dirt/gravel roads, etc), so the actual tow capacity is seldom anywhere close to the 

Tow Rating. If you have the luxury of selecting a tow vehicle, pick one with a Tow Rating well beyond your 

expected needs (the “Two-thirds” rule can be used here; for instance, a Tow Rating of 12,000 lbs might be 

appropriate if you expect to tow a load of 8,000 lbs. But that’s just a rough guideline). Other features to con-

sider for a tow vehicle: engine size/type, transmission cooler, heavy-duty engine cooler, axle ratio, special 

tow-setting feature for the transmission, transmission temp gauge, and heavy-duty suspension. A 2-wheel 

drive vehicle will have a higher Tow Rating than an otherwise identical 4-wheel drive vehicle (because of 

the extra weight imparted by the 4WD transfer case and other necessary components) but may not be the 

right choice, especially when yanking your boat out of the water and up that slippery boat ramp. If your ve-

hicle wasn’t originally equipped with an appropriate towing package, there are aftermarket products to beef 

up your suspension, engine and transmission cooling, and even tools to reprogram your electronic transmis-

sion to make it more tow-friendly. 

Hitch – Hitches and hitch balls have ratings printed or stamped onto them and these are important. For most 

of us towing seaworthy boats, we need at least a Class III (up to 5000 lbs) or Class IV (up to 10,000 lbs) 

hitch. Make sure your hitch ball is rated for the weight you will be towing and keep a light coating of grease 

on the ball to prevent rust. For receiver hitches, also make sure your ball mount (the part you bolt the trailer 

ball onto) is rated adequately. Finally, make sure that your trailer is level when properly mounted onto your 

vehicle’s hitch; this may require using an elevated or (more likely) a drop-style ball mount, typically availa-

ble to lower the ball up to 6 inches. 

Towing & Maintaining Your Boat Trailer (continued from Page 3) 
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ROUTINE MAINTENANCE 

Predictably, the easiest way to avoid having your trailer stranded (usually by the side of a remote highway 

on a Sunday evening after all of the stores have just closed) is preventative maintenance. Some sugges-

tions… 

SEASONAL CHECKLIST 

Hubs! Hubs (the bearings or races within the hubs, actually) are the most likely components to fail unex-

pectedly (bearings are hidden from view, so the first indication of a problem may be the cloud of smoke 

behind the trailer, followed quickly by the wheel seizing up and the tire shredding into a thousand piec-

es). Once a year, remove and inspect the bearings from each hub. Replace any bearings, races, or seals 

that show signs of wear. Remove old grease and re-pack the bearings with fresh high-temperature, water-

resistant grease. (see Exhibit A – Exploded View of Typical Hub Assembly) 

Check electrical connections and bulbs. Water intrusion and corrosion are especially hard on electrical 

components.  

No matter how well everything else is maintained, your tires and wheels will wear out and fail if your 

axles are misaligned. Once your axles are in alignment, they should stay that way unless there is an im-

pact or accident. If you’re having problems and you suspect an axle misalignment, a professional trailer 

shop can make sure your trailer is in perfect alignment, allowing for any bend or warp in the trailer itself. 

After aligned, carefully measure the distance from the back of the trailer to each axle; thereafter, you can 

perform quick checks yourself by measuring to see if they have moved. Check your axle alignment if 

you’ve smacked a curb at anything more than a dead slow speed. It’s best to head to the trailer shop if 

your trailer has been involved in any kind of accident. 

Check brakes to make sure they are not seized up after winter storage.  

Inspect trailer for rusted or corroded parts; replace as necessary. Spray corrosion inhibitor on vulnerable 

parts.  

Grease trailer jack; apply grease to trailer ball. Inspect winch and apply grease or corrosion inhibitor to 

gears and moving parts. 

Check winch strap, transom straps, safety chains, and tie-downs for wear. Replace as necessary. 

Check bunks and bunk carpet for wear; replace/repair as necessary. Check rollers for proper/smooth op-

eration. 

 

 

Towing & Maintaining Your Boat Trailer (continued from Page 4) 
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BEFORE EACH TRIP 

Inspect your tires. Trailer tires wear out more 

quickly than passenger vehicle tires; you will 

need to replace them more frequently and it’s 

much easier to do so in your driveway than in 

the emergency lane. Make sure tires are proper-

ly inflated (weight capacity increases with tire 

pressure, so make sure you keep your tires at or 

close to maximum recommended inflation).  

Check your trailer lights. Make sure all bulbs 

are illuminating when they are supposed to. 

Trailer wires are notorious for corroding and 

breaking. Make sure you have a good ground; 

this includes making sure your ground wire is 

in good shape and firmly connected to the trail-

er, and for many trailers means having a good 

connection between the trailer and the hitch ball 

(excessive rust on the hitch ball or a poorly bal-

anced trailer can adversely affect your ground 

and prevent your lights from working properly). Trailer connectors (on both the vehicle side and the trail-

er side) are prone to corrosion and rust; they may need to be cleaned and even replaced periodically. (see 

Exhibit B “Typical Wiring Configurations”) 

Before departure, triple-check the coupler connection to make sure the coupler is fully seated on the ball 

and locked on securely. Note that most trailers include an adjustment to tighten/loosen the tension of the 

latch against the hitch ball when the latch lever is engaged; make sure it’s tight enough to insure that the 

coupling will not slip off of the ball. Lock the latch lever with a pin or padlock. 

Make sure the boat is secure on the trailer. The bow should be snug against the bow roller/stop, the safety 

chain should be in place, and the transom should be securely tight against the bunks with straps/tie-

downs. Your boat cover, if used during towing, should be tightly secured against air intrusion. 

Make sure safety chains are crossed under the trailer tongue and connected to the tow hitch. 

Check hydraulic brake fluid reservoir; add brake fluid as necessary.  

Depending on the type of hub system you have, push old grease out with new grease or check grease lev-

el according to manufacturer’s recommendations. 

Make sure your motor is tilted up out of harm’s way and secured as necessary. 

Make sure items are removed/lowered to allow for vertical clearance (antenna, rods in rod holders, tower 

assemblies, etc). 

Towing & Maintaining Your Boat Trailer (continued from Page 5) 
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SELECTING THE RIGHT PARTS 

Metal Parts: Whenever you add or replace parts for your trailer, it is important first to consider that you are 

a saltwater boater, whereas most boaters in our area are not. That means your local parts stores and mechan-

ics typically carry parts and accessories for freshwater trailers; those parts may not be corrosion-resistant. 

When it comes to replacing metal components (nuts, bolts, brackets, etc) on most saltwater trailers, you’ll 

need galvanized or stainless parts. It’s important to replace worn or corroded parts with parts of equal or 

superior quality and corrosion-resistance. If you opt to use cheaper zinc-plated parts, you will end up having 

to replace them before long or even worse, they may fail at a less-than-opportune time. Also be aware that 

different types of metal touching each other (example: steel and aluminum) corrode much more rapidly 

when exposed to saltwater than either metal separately (this is the same reason you have sacrificial anodes 

on your boat or motor). 

Sealed Hubs: There are many different types of hub covers designed to keep water out (Bearing Buddies, 

for instance), and there are specialty sealed hub assemblies which can be filled with oil or grease. Some 

work better than others. When selecting a product, do some research and learn about the strengths and 

weaknesses of each. Again, make sure that whatever you buy is corrosion-resistant and designed for expo-

sure to salt water. 

                     
 

Bearing Grease: There is a great deal of speculation and disagreement, even among experts, as to the best 

type of bearing grease to use for saltwater boat trailers. Trailer wheels will run hotter than other wheels, es-

pecially boat trailer wheels which typically have smaller tires (more revolutions per mile); so you will want 

a grease designed to run at high temperatures without breaking down. You will also want a grease that does 

not break down easily when exposed to water; lithium-based grease is a popular choice amongst boaters be-

cause of it’s water-resistant characteristics. Another thing to remember is that different types of greases may 

interact poorly with each other; mixing greases, particularly those with different base ingredients, may re-

duce the efficiency and viscosity of your grease. So try to consistently use the same type of grease on your 

wheel bearings. 

Tires: Bias-ply tires are less expensive, but wear out faster, particularly on long hauls; radial tires cost more, 

but will give you a smoother ride and last longer. The size of your tires will be dictated by the trailer config-

uration. Boat trailers usually have smaller tires to make boat launching easier, but obviously smaller diame-

ter tires will wear out faster, create more friction/heat, and place more demand on your axle/hub assemblies  

Towing & Maintaining Your Boat Trailer (continued from Page 6) 
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KNOW THE RULES 

Each state has different trailering laws, including things like maximum trailer length, width, height, combined 

two-vehicle limit, maximum gross weight without trailer brakes, and maximum towing speed for recreational 

vehicles. For instance, most states do not allow you to legally tow your boat in excess of 55 mph (as of this 

writing, Florida is the only exception in the southeastern U.S.) 
 

EMERGENCY PARTS/EQUIPMENT 
 

Hub Parts – Smart trailering boaters carry a spare hub, with bearings, races, and seals in place, already 

packed with grease, ready to quickly install in case of a bearing failure. At the very least, you should carry a 

spare set of bearings, races, and seals, along with grease and the tools to remove/replace the bearings. 

An Extra Spare Tire (as in a second spare tire) – Since trailer wheel components are much more prone to 

failure than passenger vehicles, it is not unusual to have more than one tire failure over the course of a trip. If 

you must replace a tire and you only have one spare, you will then be towing without a spare. Also consider 

that it’s easy to end up with more than one flat as the sequential tires on a typical multi-axle trailer drive over 

a sharp object. 

Tire Jack – there are some small hydraulic jacks available that you can store in a truckbox or trunk fairly un-

obtrusively. Whatever kind of jack you choose to carry, make sure it’s easy to use and that it is rated to handle 

the weight involved (a rough rule of thumb would be approximately 40% of the weight of a fully loaded boat 

& trailer). 

Grease Gun – on long trips, or if there are any hub-related problems, you will need to add grease to one or 

more of your hubs. The easy solution is to carry a grease gun, pre-loaded with the proper grease. Check the 

grease supply periodically, or carry a spare cartridge. 

Lug Wrench – the torque on many trailer wheels is higher than that of passenger vehicles; you may have dif-

ficulty loosening those lug nuts with the standard angled wrench included with most cars and trucks. Also 

(something a lot of folks find out the hard way), the nuts holding your spare tire on the mount may not be the 

same size as the lug nuts on your wheel. The solution to both problems is a 4-way lug wrenches (with a differ-

ent socket size at the end of each arm). 

Lift Ramp – If you have a trailer with more than one axle, a neat product to have is a small ramp designed to 

lift one side of the trailer by driving the good tire up onto the ramp. This alleviates the jacking process for in-

dividual tire failures, but it will not work if all tires on the same side of the trailer fail. Therefore, it does not 

alleviate the need to carry a jack. 

Jack Stand – You may need to prop up one end/side of the trailer while you work. Make sure the jack stand 

can handle the weight. 

Wheel Chocks – You should be carrying these anyway. It’s a good habit to always chock your trailer wheels 

when the trailer is disconnected from the tow vehicle, even if it’s on level ground. 

12 Volt Air Compressor – Sometimes a flat tire can be patched or plugged; having an air compressor enables 

you to re-inflate a repaired tire and keep on rolling. It also gives you the flexibility to temporarily pump up a 

tire with a slow leak in order to buy enough time to drive to a more suitable location to do more extensive re-

pairs. Finally, it’s a life-saver if you forgot to check the air pressure in the spare tire that has suddenly been 

called into play. 

Parts List – Keep a list of commonly needed trailer parts in your tow vehicle. This list should at least include 

the sizes and part numbers for all of your inner and outer wheel bearings, races, seals, tires, wheels, and spin-

dle (if replaceable). You should carry your trailer manual with you as well; it will save a lot of time identify-

ing and locating parts in case of a major problem. This list could also include useful information such as the 

recommended torque for lug nuts. 

Electrical Spares – at least one each of spare bulbs for each fixture, spare fuses for all applicable connections. 

Spare electrical connectors and/or applicable converters might also be a good idea. 

Towing & Maintaining Your Boat Trailer (continued from Page 7) 
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EMERGENCY PARTS/EQUIPMENT (Cont.) 

 

Miscellaneous – Flashlight/lamp, hammer, blocks of wood (to use under/over jacks, or to assist with bearing 

installation), gear/bearing puller (for removing bearings & races), spare bearing covers and/or bearing cover 

bras/plugs, spare tie-downs/straps, emergency lights or flares, rags/towels, hitch-ball wrench, and hand cleaner 

that will work without water. 

Accessibility – Make sure your equipment is accessible in case of an emergency (preferably without unload-

ing all of your luggage and tackle) and in good working order. 
 

ON THE ROAD 

Keep an eye on your tires and hubs while towing. Stop every once in while, especially in hot weather, to let 

the hubs and bearings cool down. While stopped, place your hand on the exterior of each hub to make sure 

they are not extremely hot; extreme heat may be an indication of bearing failure. If you continue to drive on 

damaged bearings, you risk causing further damage to hub components, spindle/axle, and tires. In catastrophic 

cases, the trailer could collapse and spill your boat onto the roadway. Periodically take a look at your tire 

treads to check for signs of excessive tire wear. 
 

AT THE RAMP 

When hubs heat up during towing, the metal expands and becomes susceptible to water intrusion. There is ac-

tually a tendency for water to be “sucked” into hot hubs when immersed in water (for instance, at a boat 

ramp). So allow your hubs to cool before launching your boat. It might take a while for the hubs to cool on 

their own; if you need to launch the boat quickly, you can speed up the process by using a bucket to splash 

water on the outside of the hubs (since the wheels are not submerged, the water will run off and not end up 

inside the hubs). 
 

RINSE AND SPIT 

In order to keep corrosion at bay, it’s vital to rinse the saltwater and salt residue from your trailer, the sooner 

the better. After exposing your trailer to saltwater, rinse it with freshwater as soon as possible. One way is to 

do this is to run a lawn sprinkler under the trailer. Another great idea for getting the salt residue out of those 

hard to reach places, such as the insides of wheels and hollow beams, is to back it down a freshwater boat 

ramp and soak it for a few minutes (remember to cool those hubs first; having freshwater inside your hubs is-

n’t particularly desirable either). While it’s soaking, you can use the opportunity to rinse your bilge and run 

freshwater through your boat engine, pumps, and hoses (Be careful not to back in too far. If you remove the 

transom plug, be sure to keep the transom straps on and make sure all internal electrical components are pro-

tected or not exposed to water. If you leave the drain plug in, you may wish to remove the transom straps so 

the trailer is not forced float along with the boat.).—Jace Spencer 

Towing & Maintaining Your Boat Trailer (continued from Page 8) 

Exhibit B – Typical Wiring  
Configurations 

 

4-WIRE 

White – Ground Wire 

Green – Right Turn Signal and Brake Light 

Yellow – Left Turn Signal and Brake Light 

Brown – Tail Lights and Clearance/Running Lights 
 

5-WIRE 

White – Ground Wire 

Green – Right Turn Signal and Brake Light 

Yellow – Left Turn Signal and Brake Light 

Brown – Tail Lights and Clearance/Running Lights 

Blue – Electric Brakes or Disc Brake Lockout 

Exhibit A – Exploded View of Typical Hub Assembly 
(Brakes not shown) 
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Capt. Art Sapp & Capt. Justin Schumm catch a 300lb Sword fish 

Art Sapp, a 7th generation Floridian, was born and raised in South Florida and began fishing with 

his Father, Lamar Sapp, at a very young age.  Together they developed many of the skills that the 

Native Son Fishing team uses today.  Capt Art is dedicated to kite fishing when fishing in tourna-

ments and runs the stern kite on the Native Son team.  His father, Lamar, fishes the flat side with 

the priority on mid depth baits and deep baits.  Art’s Native Son team has won 42 meat fish and 

sailfish tournaments enabling the team to pocket an around $300,000 in total tournament win-

nings. 

Captain Art has solidified his reputation in south Florida leading his team, Native Son, to five (5) 

Pompano Beach Saltwater Circuit Showdown victories, in addition to three 2nd place finishes in 

the last seven years.   Capt Art has lead his team to first place in tournaments for kingfish, dol-

phin, tuna, wahoo, and cobia.  What’s the most important skill or aspect of his approach to tourna-

ment fishing,  Teamwork.  How important is it?   Sapp:  “it’s definitely one of the most important 

aspects.  Over the last 10 yrs my competitive fishing team has not changed much.  Still, no matter 

how good your crew is you’re going to have bad days or a bad tournament every once in a while, 

and is it painful when it happens, but you have to keep focused.  I say it all the time on the boat.  It 

takes an hour or less to win a tournament and I’ve seen it happen many times before.  There have 

been several tournaments where we had nothing by 2pm.  You cannot catch yourself sleeping at 

the end of the day and you can’t let your crew get down.  If you get a couple shots late in the day 

and you miss those fish, well you may have just lost the tournament.” 

Art is also a very accomplished swordfishing angler with success at nighttime and daytime sword-

fishing.  Another skill a captain has to master is his sounder or bottom machine:  Sapp, “I’m con-

stantly staring at my bottom machine.  I fish out the back corner of my SeaVee center console so I 

can keep my eye on the bottom machine display and this allows me to recognize species by how 

they appear on the screen.  Besides action below the surface you have to keep your eye on activity 

taking place directly on the surface.  We’re always trying to recognize patterns with predators that 

feed on particular baitfish and trying to learn exactly how they feed without always seeing the fish 

doing so.” 

Tuesday, April 10, 7pm 

April 2012 Guest Speaker—Captain Art Sapp 



 

Art is our guest speaker for the Atlanta Saltwater Club April 2012 meeting.  Come listen to him share his in-

sights and experience on how to target, locate, and boat one of the deepest swimming billfish on the planet.  

The fascinating, and sometimes elusive, Swordfish. 

Art is the captain of “Native Son”, a tricked out 32 foot Sea Vee powered with Twin 300 Mercury Verado en-

gines.  And now, Art has decided to share his talents with the rest of us.  That’s right, the Native Son fishing 

vessel is open for charters.  Come fish with Art and there’s a good chance you’ll catch kingfish, tuna, dolphin 

(mahi mahi), cobia, wahoo, swordfish, sailfish, sharks, snapper, grouper…just to name a few.  Pick a fish and 

Art will put you on ‘em. 

If you are a novice, come learn the basics on what conditions to look for when fishing, what is the best 

bait for a particular species, when certain fish feed/migrate, what tackle to use, etc. 

If you a weekend warrior, come learn how to take your fishing to the next level with advanced bait catch-

ing tactics and progressive rigging techniques.  Learn how to increase your bite to fish-in-box ratio as 

well. 

If you fish tournaments but have not had any success, book a charter with Art and pay attention.  Get 

some tips and techniques to help you make the right move(s) on the day of the tournament so you can 

make your way to the winner’s circle. 

If you’re coming to South Florida on vacation or business, take some time and book a charter with Native Son 

today and you’ll have a great chance at catching that trophy fish.  In addition you’ll learn a lot and truly enjoy 

Art’s company.  He’s a big, friendly, barrel-chested man who loves to fish and compete.   You’ll never forget 

the time you went fishing with Capt Art! 

Tuesday, April 10, 7pm 

April 2012 Guest Speaker—Captain Art Sapp 
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Member Profile Joel Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our featured member for March is Joel Wilson. Joel joined ASWSC this year after 

he and his father in law bought their first proper saltwater boat, a Pursuit walka-

round 2470.   Joel is a rare breed these days in that he is a native from Atlanta who 

grew up in Tucker and Lilburn, went to high school at Parkview, and still lives in 

the metro area.  He works as a lineman for Ga Power so you can thank Joel and his 

colleagues for keeping your power coming to ya’.  He’s worked at Ga Power for 

over 13 yrs and has been all over the country helping out other cities when they 

have natural disasters that disrupts power distribution.  Chicago—been there, New 

York—Joel’s driven his bucket truck all the way up and across the bridge into 

NYC, and he’s helped out Florida and Alabama in every hurricane for the last doz-

en years or so. 

Joel’s married to Kristen and has 3 kids:  Madison (14), Jake (11), and Blake (1.5).  

Yep, you guessed it, a family built by a second marriage, kind of a half the Brady 

Bunch without the Dad who is an architect or living in California.  Aside from that, 

Joel is sure that this relationship will last.  Although he’s still trying to figure out 

why his oldest daughter has decided she’s smarter than mom and dad.   

Joel’s favorite color is blue which is good since he has had a long time passion for 

saltwater fishing.  He credits his grandmother in getting him excited and interested 

in fishing.  Using chicken livers for bait to catch catfish in their small pond.  It 

worked so well, when he a buddy ended up in the keys on a camping trip, they 

used chicken livers on light line spinning reels trying to catch sharks from the 

dock.  They didn’t succeed but on Joel’s first real trolling trip with friends, they 

caught a 40lb Wahoo, a couple 30lb +/- Mahi, a White Marlin and missed two 

shots at Blue Marlin.   In Joel’s own words, “I was hooked and had to keep coming 

back to that beautiful blue water.” 

Joel is very excited about 2012 as the blue saltwater becons and his favorite fish, 

Wahoo, still has no catch limits or seasons on it.  The best advice he judges he’s 

received was “you can’t catch’em sittin’ on the couch”.  So seek Joel out and intro-

duce yourself.  He’s a guy who lives his life to be of service to his customers and 

family.  A standup guy ready for some great stand up fishing in 2012. 
                                            
         Member Profile by Keith Mozena 



 

13 

Supporters and Sponsors 

 

(Support Our Vendors - They Support Us!) 

     
 
 
 

 

 

Makers of the Stretch Series Lures 
800-841-8435 

www.mannsbait.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.easterntackle.com 

 

877-216-9600   
121 W Hwy 98, Port St. Joe, FL 

 

www.bluewateroutriggers.com 
 

 

www.halfhitch.com 

15% Discount to All ASWSC Members!  

TOP GUN TACKLE 
 

25405 Perdido Beach Blvd 
Orange Beach, AL  

 

(251) 981-3811  
 

www.topguntackle.com 

 

OUTCAST  
Fishing & Hunting 

 

850-457-1450 
 

3520 Barrancas Ave. 
Pensacola, Florida  32507 

 

 
www.outcastfishingandhunting.com 

 

J&M Tackle, Inc.  
25125 Canal Road  

Orange Beach, AL 36561 
 

(800) 483-7069  
 

 
www.jmtackle.com 

Sam's 

Groceries, Deli, Marine & 

Fishing Supplies 

27122 Canal Road 

Orange Beach, AL 36561 

251-981-4245  

http://www.mannsbait.com
http://www.easterntackle.com
http://www.bluewateroutriggers.com
http://www.halfhitch.com
http://www.topguntackle.com
http://www.outcastfishingandhunting.com/
http://www.jmtackle.com


 

Sportsman Marina 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27844 Canal Rd 

Orange Beach, AL 36561 

251-981-6247 
 

www.sportsmanmarina.com 

Matt Brown 
770-528-9450  

www.legendoutfitters.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 
www.bigfrog.com/cumming 
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PARADISE OUTFITTERS  

of LOUISIANA 
 

P.O. Box 611 

Venice, Louisiana 70091 

Capt. Hunter Caballero: 

504-610-1686 
Office line: 888-347-4987 

or 985-845-8006 

Email - paradiseoutfitters@gmail.com 

 
www.paradise-outfitters.com 

 
 

 

 

 

                          
 
 
 
 
 

                        www.floridasportfishing.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Supporters and Sponsors 

 

(Support Our Vendors - They Support Us!) 

 

 

 

 

 
www.meltontackle.com 

 

Voo Doo Lures 
Charleston, S.C. 

Phone: 843-406-8680 
www.fishvoodoodolls.com 

Email: voodoooffshore@comcast.net  

http://www.sportsmanmarina.com
http://www.legendoutfitters.com/
http://www.bigfrog.com/cumming
http://www.paradise-outfitters.com/links-list/##
http://www.paradise-outfitters.com/
hthttp://floridasportfishing.com/magazine/
http://www.meltontackle.com/
http://www.fishvoodoodolls.com/
mailto:voodoooffshore@comcast.net
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www.aswsc.org 

 

2012 Tournament Schedule 
 

  January 11 - 14 West Palm Beach Sailfish Tournament (3-Day) 
     (Tournament Director: Bob Michael) 
 

       May 2 - 5 Venice, LA Tournament (3-Day) 
     (Tournament Director: Mark Mleczko) 
 

           June 7 - 9 Apalachicola, FL Tournament  
     (Tournament Director: Dan Reese) 
 

           July 8 - 14 Orange Beach, AL Tournament (Week Long) 
     (Tournament Director: Mike Springer, Mark Mleczko) 

 

   Aug 30 - Sep 2 Destin, FL Tournament (Best 2 out of 3-Day) 
     (Tournament Director: Steve Fritz) 
 

  October 18 - 20 Fort Morgan, AL Tournament  
     (Tournament Director: Marty Miller) 
 

Tony Vazquez is working on a potential overnight charter out of  
Panama City Beach, FL.  Dates TBD. 

 
Note:  Tournament Schedule is Subject to Change Without Notice. 

Check website for updates or e-mail for more information: info@aswsc.org 
 

http://www.aswsc.org/
mailto:info@aswsc.org?subject=2012%20Tournament%20Schedule%20Updates
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July 21, 2012 

To Register, GO TO: 

http://lanierpartners.org/index.php 

This years event will kick off with a "meet and greet" on Thursday night Ju-

ly 19, 2012 at Gianni’s Italian Bistro & Pizzeria at Lake Lanier Islands Re-

sort.  
 

On Friday July 20, 2012 everyone is invited to join in a "Cheeseburger in 

Paradise" raft up lunch hosted by Normans Landing in Cumming. This will 

give our out of town visitors a chance to cruise around and enjoy our lake 
as well. 

On Friday evening July 20, 2012 Holiday Marina will host the Captains Par-

ty where the entrants can pick up their first card and partake in the won-

derful entertainment and food that we will provide. 

 

On Saturday July 21, 2012 starting at 9:00 a.m., each boat will leave 
from their home port and proceed to the lake and follow the routes to gath-

er their playing cards.  For those boat captains who want a longer run, 

Windship will lead off from the dam at 11:00 AM to the Northern-

most card stop. The final activity will be a "Winners Party" to be held at 
"Lake Lanier Islands Resort Sunset Cove and Beach club" renamed "Pirate 

Cove" for the day. There will be plenty of food and music for everyone to 

enjoy as well. 

Boat Entry $100. 
Registration includes an event "T" shirt for the Captain, 

(1) Poker Hand, admission to the "Cheeseburger in Para-

dise" lunch on July 20, 2012, the Captains party on July 

20, 2012 and admission to the after event party on July 

21, 2012 as well as some extra special "goodies". 

Extra Hand $50, for Crew 
Each extra hand will also include food and  

beverage tickets for the Captain's Party and the after 

event party. 

Decorate Your Pirate Boat and Your Pirate Crew 



 

If you’re not  
already a member,  

you should be! 
visit www.igfa.org  

for more information 
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Coastal Conservation Association 
 

 
 

Committed to the  

preservation of  

marine resources. 

 
                    www.ccaga.org 

The International Game Fish Association is a not-for-
profit organization committed to the conservation of game 
fish and the promotion of responsible, ethical  angling 
practices through science, education, rule   making and 
record keeping. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Protecting the interests of 

saltwater anglers  

and working to sustain 

our nation’s fisheries. 
 

www.joinrfa.org 

CONSERVATION SUPPORTERS 
 

Dedicated Solely to 

Conserving and  

Enhancing Billfish 

Populations Around the 

World. 

www.billfish.org 

Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation 
 

 
 

The Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation 
funds inspired scientific research 
and innovative educational pro-
grams to encourage conservation 
and best management practices for 
sustainable marine environments. 
 

 

www.guyharveyoceanfoundation.org 

   

   

   

   

   
   

www.keepamericafishing.org   

 

New Federal Policy Will Destroy Gulf Reefs  
http://keepamericafishing.salsalabs.com/o/6394/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=4048 

 
Gulf of Mexico 2012 Gag Grouper Season Set for July 1 - Oct 31  

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/bulletins/pdfs/2012/FB12-010_FR_Gulf_Reef_Am_32.pdf  
 

Gulf Council to Convene Red Snapper Advisory Panel  
http://gulfcouncil.org/news_resources/Press%20Releases/RedSnapperAP112.pdf  

 
Gulf Council Announces Public Hearings for Reef Fish Amendment 35 for Greater Amberjack  

http://gulfcouncil.org/news_resources/Press%20Releases/RF35_Spiny11_PH2012.pdf 
 

More Amberjack Restrictions Heading Our Way - see page 1; Red Snapper Update - see page 4 
(Gulf Fisheries News - Volume 33, No. 5; November - December, 2011) 

 

http://www.gulfcouncil.org/news_resources/Newsletters/NEWSLTR-12-2011.pdf 
 

Gag and Red Grouper Regulations in Place for 2012 - see page 4 
(Gulf Fisheries News - Volume 33, No. 4; August-Sept, 2011) 

http://www.gulfcouncil.org/news_resources/Newsletters/NEWSLTR08-2011.pdf  
 

Visit www.aswsc.org for links to State and Federal Fisheries Management Agencies websites. 

http://www.igfa.org
http://www.ccaga.org
http://www.joinrfa.org
http://www.billfish.org
http://www.guyharveyoceanfoundation.org
http://www.keepamericafishing.org/
http://keepamericafishing.salsalabs.com/o/6394/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=4048
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/bulletins/pdfs/2012/FB12-010_FR_Gulf_Reef_Am_32.pdf
http://gulfcouncil.org/news_resources/Press%20Releases/RedSnapperAP112.pdf
http://gulfcouncil.org/news_resources/Press%20Releases/RF35_Spiny11_PH2012.pdf
http://www.gulfcouncil.org/news_resources/Newsletters/NEWSLTR-12-2011.pdf
http://www.gulfcouncil.org/news_resources/Newsletters/NEWSLTR08-2011.pdf
http://www.aswsc.org
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Upcoming Club Events, Reminders and Deadlines 

 For latest club information, check out www.aswsc.org   

Something Missing? 
 

We welcome your input, photos, news items, and suggestions about the content of the ASWSC 
Fishing Post Newsletters. Forward your information or digital photos to: info@aswsc.org 

6th Grander of the year caught—http://granderwatch.fishmonster.com/ 

 

 

NEXT SOCIAL EVENT: 
 

Lanier Poker Run 

July 21, 2012 
 

Location: Lake Lanier  

(See Flyer for Details) 

 

NEXT CLUB MEETING:  

Tuesday,  April 10, 2012 / 7PM 
Holiday Inn Gwinnett Place / 1948 Day Drive, Duluth / 770-814-2800 

See website for directions: www.aswsc.org 
 

Scheduled Speaker:  

Captain Art Sapp (Native Son)  

 

NEXT TOURNAMENT: 
 

Venice, LA Tournament (3-Day): May 2 - 5, 2012 
(Tournament Application) 

RFA Calls 'Keep Fishermen Fishing' Rally A Win 

While the legislative line-up of speakers at the national fishermen's rally in DC on March 21, 2012 was 
impressive, the Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) said it was the commitments made by those power-
ful Members of Congress that turned the day into a win for America's coastal fishing communities. In-
cluded in the list of speakers were Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY), Sen. Scott Brown (R-MA), Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Sen. Kay Hagan (D-NC) and Sen. John Kerry (D-MA), along with House mem-
bers Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ), Rep. Steve Southerland (R-FL), Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA), Rep. Mi-
chael Grimm (R-NY), Rep. Walter Jones (R-NC), Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ), Rep. Tim Scott (R-SC), 
Rep. John Tierney (D-MA), Rep. Robert Turner (R-NY), Rep. Jon Runyan (R-NJ), Rep. William Keating 
(D-MA), Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Rep. Jeff Duncan (R-SC), Rep. David Rivera (R-FL), Rep. Sandy Ad-
ams (R-FL) and Rep. Allen B. West (R-FL). 

http://www.aswsc.org
mailto:info@aswsc.org
http://granderwatch.fishmonster.com/
http://www.aswsc.org/
http://www.aswsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/2012-Venice-App-Tip.pdf
http://www.aswsc.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/2012-Venice-App-Tip.pdf
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/RFA-Calls--Keep-Fishermen-Fishing--Rally-A-Success-For-Fishermen.html?soid=1102181706823&aid=5d87z00ZgQ0

